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From: Kahin Van Kooten [kelvinvk@kasinet
Sent:  Suncay, Decembsr 07 2002 11:00
To: adophonregs@siats gov

Subject: Haoue Regulations

L5 Departmant of Siats

Tam 1:r.rra|t'||'|g' as 7 very concemed citizen about the current proposed regulations 1o the Hague Treaty. This
was written to protect the chilaren and families involves in intercountry adoptions, which s needed. However, it
has been brought to our attention that implementation of the propesed budget, audit, insursnce and risk
assessment regulations could prohibit many small agencies from working in Hague countries. iz
understandable that you would want to ensure ethical practices but if these regulations impose requiremants that
are cost pronibitive and unreaiistic, many small agencies that iry 1o make international adaption affordabie would
be torced to close. Many are concernead that these proposed regulations will have an adverse effect on
international adoption. By forcing small agencies o close, the availability of senvices to prospectve adoplive
farrilies will be limited and the cost of adoption will be mcreased beyond the reach of many

|'urge vou to take the lime to change these reguiations so that small agencies are NOT forced to close and limit
the possibiity of international adoption to many. Children's lives are precious and homsas for those abandaoned
and orphaned children are needed here in the United States

Thank you for your tme and considaration

Sinceraly.
Kathy and Kelvin Van Kooten
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